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Corridor, Route 302, 26 and 202.
Also available at the Kittery, Yarmouth
and Fryeburg tourist centers.
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Cabot Mill Antiques
Visit our 16,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom
featuring 160 High Quality Displays
with New Stock Arriving Daily
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Seven Years
Consecutively!
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Cash, Checks,

are all accepted

804 Washington Street
PO Box 252 • Bath, Maine
207-442-8455
For tickets and more,
visit our website
chocolatechurcharts.org
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7 Facts about the winter solstice

Nocturnal animals and human night owls may rejoice
during the winter solstice.
On the winter solstice, people can witness the Earth’s
longest night and shortest
day of the year for their respective hemispheres. For
individuals living in the
northern hemisphere, the
winter solstice generally occurs between December 20
and 23 each year. Those in
the southern hemisphere experience the winter solstice
between June 20 to June 23.
In 2019, the northern
hemisphere’s winter solstice
occurs on December 21. The
solstice may come and go
unnoticed, but it’s an interesting day on the calendar.
1. Not only will the winter
solstice occur on a specific
date, it also occurs at a specific time when the Earth’s

semi-axis tilts furthest from
the sun. This corresponds
to when the North Pole is
aimed away from the sun
on the 23.5 degree tilt of the
Earth’s axis. At this point,
the sun also shines directly
over the Tropic of Capricorn.
The information and trivia
site Mental Floss says the
solstice happens at the same
moment for everyone on the
plane. However, the hour it
occurs depends on your time
zone.
2. Areas of the Northern
Hemisphere can have varying lengths of day and night
on the solstice. For example,
New York City may have
nine hours and 15 minutes
of sunlight on the winter
solstice. If that upsets New
Yorkers, they may be happy
to be outside parts of Finland, some of which get less

than six hours of sunlight on
the solstice.
3. The word “solstice”
is derived from Latin and
means “sun stands still.” It
was chosen to describe this
cosmic phenomenon because the solstice sun seemingly appears in the same
position at noontime for several days before and after the
winter solstice - at its lowest
point in the sky.
4. It is easy to mistake the
solstices for the equinoxes,
which also occur twice a
year. However, the equinoxes occur in fall and spring
and mark when the sun is directly above the equator and
night and day are of equal
length.
5. Despite the winter solstice indicating the beginning of the astrological winter, it may not be the coldest

time of the season. Usually
those temperatures are reserved for January and February.
6. The Farmer’s Almanac
reports that many cultures
marked the arrival of the
solstice as a time of death
and rebirth. Early man also
kept track of the days by
observing the sun’s position
in the sky. In fact, historians believe Stonehenge was
created to monitor the sun’s
yearly “movement.”
7. Many traditions associated with Christmas originated during Pagan celebrations for the winter solstice.
For example, Scandinavians
would burn a juul (yule) log
in the hearth in honor of the
god Thor. Thor’s job was to
bring the sun’s warmth back
to the people.
Metro

Latitude 43° 45’ 1”

amazing experience!

You can get it all here—where all great
things come together for one

Photos: Christina Dubois

From classic to contemporary
from Maine boiled lobster to Maine craft beer

open year round

The seasons are changing, but some
things will always remain the same—enjoy
great beer, delicious food & amazing
sunset views all winter long—think of us
when planning your holiday party.

tÊÊµïøĄYµø¡ªĄ

Visit us at Flight Deck Brewing
in our NEW food trailer!
(207) 833-2818
68 Garrison Cove Rd, Bailey Island, ME

cookslobster.com

Longitude -69° 59’ 32”
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• 10,000 Sq. Ft.
Multi Dealer Emporium
• Quality Antiques
• Well lit, Clean and Organized
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n
• Period Furnishings to Mid-Centuryy Mode
Modern
• Discover the Gem that is Hathaway Mill
Antiques, sister shop to Cabot Mills Antiques!
tiques!
In the iconic former
Hathaway Shirt Factory

Hathaway Mill Antiques

Open Daily 10am-5pm
10 Water Street, Waterville, ME 04901
207-877-0250
Like us on Facebook & Follow us on Instagram

www.hathawaymillantiques.com
email: info@hathawaymillantiques.com
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Fiore celebrates 10 years!

FIORE Artisan Olive
Oils & Vinegars is celebrating ten years in business, having launched the
dream of Nancy O’Brien,
founder and owner, in Bar
Harbor in July of 2009.
FIORE has become an integral part of the foodie
scenes in each town as
well as contributing to the
ongoing development of
each community in which
we’ve been for t u nate
enough to locate. FIORE
has built the business with
now over 40 full and part
time locally hired staff
while supporting local
non-profits, food pantries
and organizations which

share the vision of uplifting local communities and
providing for those less
fortunate.
Si nc e s t a r t i ng t h i s
award winning, woman
owned business during the
Great Recession of 2009,
FIORE has thrived and
expanded with standalone
FIOR E Tasting Room
locations in Rockland 2010, Freeport -2013 and
Brunswick - 2016. FIORE
established Tasting Bars
within other Maine businesses; opening in Lewiston at The Vault - 2012,

Celebrates
gPage 9

BAR HARBOR
FREEPORT

BREWER
BRUNSWICK

ROCKLAND
LEWISTON
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Brewer at Tiller & Rye
- 2016 and in Ellsworth at
Acadia Provisions - 2018,
and are now proud to announce our newest Tasting Room location at 640
Congress Street, Portland
in mid-December, just in
time for the holidays. All
of these locations are fully
stocked with the freshest

2647 Main St.,
Rangeley
207-864-2219

Shop Stay Dine Play Maine
extra virgin olive oils and
aged balsamic vinegars
which FIORE sources seasonally direct from producers from around the
world.
FIORE has developed a
large authorized reseller
network across New England and beyond, offering
selected FIORE f lavors
through these specialty
food shops. And FIORE
ships to customers all over
the world – those who have
visited a FIORE location to taste and buy, and
friends who receive FIORE products as gifts and
then love them enough to
purchase for themselves.
In Portland, FIORE is
partnering with Ada’s of
Portland, a new local bistro and pasta production
venue at 642 Congress

Street – FIORE is on the
retail side and Ada’s on the
bistro side -- customers
can purchase from a selection of fine wines, fresh
pasta, condiments and
FIORE oils and vinegars,
“grab and go” with prepared small plates, or dine
in at the wine bar with
dishes featuring FIORE
oils & vinegars.
FIORE oils and vinegars span the gamut of
Extra Virgin Olive Oil
from the southern and
nor ther n hemispheres
each season, as well as
f lavored oils such as
Herbs de Provence, Lemon & Chipotle Olive Oils.
Avocado Oil, Butternut
Squash Seed Oil and
White Truff le Oil from
Italy are just a few.
FIORE Balsamic vin-

9
egars are from Modena,
Italy, the center of the
universe when it comes
to true balsamic – FIORE
Maine Wild Blueberry
Balsamic from Modena
(with true Maine Wild
Blueberries) or the Paradiso Fig or the Cranberry
Pear White Balsamic --just to name a few!
Check out our website
- www.FIOREoliveoils.
com and all FIORE locations are ready to fill
your holiday shopping
needs; whether you need
a gift for that special
someone or just want to
enhance your holiday
meals with great pasta,
olive oils and balsamic
vinegars, FIOR E has
what you need.
“Come In And Taste
For Yourself!”

Join one of the largest
clubs statewide!
Ride over 160 miles of trails
in Western Maine

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 21, 2019
Christmas Cocktail Party - 6:30 to11 @ Moose Alley
Jan 23-25, 2020
SNODEO (see website for details)
February 8, 2020
RLSC Benet - Portage Tap House (see website for details)
March 7
Clarkie’s Annual Pig Roast
March 21, 2020
Annual Steak and Lobster Landowner AppreciaƟon Dinner
(see website for details)

www.rangeleysnowmobile.com
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Rural Maine course owners create
year-round demand

By Sally J. Sportsman

It is rare that a group of
golf-loving friends purchases
a struggling rural golf course
and transforms it into a thriving, bustling community hub.
Yet that is precisely what

Randall Anderson, Darrick
Christopher and four of their
business-savvy colleagues
did at The Meadows Golf
Club in Litchfield, Maine.
Technology proved to be
the magic that helped make it

happen.
“The funny thing is I knew
nothing about running a golf
course, pub or retail establishment, but we all know
how to run businesses and
do effective marketing,” says

Multisport Simulator
• Life-like gameplay with real sports equipment!
• 13 Incredible sports
• Compete against the computer, a timer, or against friends and family.
• Same simulators Tiger Woods and Jordan Speith have in their homes.

Open 7 days a week from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Play non-golf too:
shooting, football,
ice hockey, and
many other options.

PLAY SPORTS SIMULATOR

CALL TO BOOK NOW!

Fine pub food, 20 taps,
live entertainment,
trivia, and more.

Menu: doolinspub.com • Phone: 268-3000

www.themeadowsgolfclub.com

495 Huntington Hill Rd., Litchﬁeld, ME 04350

Anderson.
The group acquired The
Meadows Golf Club in 2017
from the Foster family, which
had owned the land since
1924. The club had celebrated its 20th year when PEAK
purchased it, carrying on the
Foster family legacy. Anderson, 48, who lived two miles
from the golf course before
the acquisition, serves as general manager, while Christopher, who lives in Colorado,
is COO. The course is open to
the public but memberships
are available.
The partners figured that it
didn’t make sense to operate
the facility solely for golf, due
to the long Maine winters.
The path the partners chose
was to offer a variety of activities at the club, with the popular Doolin’s Pub, presenting
above-average pub fare, at the
center of it all.
“Our goal is to provide fun,
food and friends,” Anderson
says. “We do more revenue
on the pub side than with golf
now. It wasn’t our intention; it
just happened.”
Two Full Swing golf simulators installed in the clubhouse in December 2018, are
a major attraction – a way
for people to “get their golf
itch taken care of,” Anderson
says. “It’s turned out better
than planned.”
The simulators are booked
all year long, with golf and
multi-sport gaming, including lacrosse, rugby, ice hockey, soccer, kicking field goals

Course
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COME SEE
WHAT'S
NEW!
1030 Main Street, Rte. 17 Readfield • 685-9410

COME IN AND ENJOY
THE LAKE VIEWS!
VIEWS!
Wed. thru Sun. 4-630pm

DRINK AND APPETIZER SPECIALS
Wed. 5:30pm: LIVE MUSICAL- OPEN MIC
THURSDAY NIGHT TRIVIA
Fri. & Sat. 7pm-closing:

BEST KARAOKE IN MAINE
Sun. 10am-2pm: BRUNCH
Hours: Wed. - Thurs. 4-9, Fri. 4-midnight, Sat. 11:30-midnight CLOSED Mon. & Tues

20 Farley RD,
Brunswick, ME 04011

Grill - (207)721-0576
OTB - (207)725-8801

w

w

w.

w i n ne r s o t b . c

om

Sunday Funday......... $4 mimosa $3 bloodmary’s
Monday Madness..... Different Special Week to Week
Taco Tuesday.............. $6.99 for 3 Beef or Chicken Tacos
$7.99 for 3 Shrimp Tacos
$8.99 for 3 Haddock Tacos
Wing Wednesday..... .50 wings minimum of 4
Thirsty Thursday.... Different drink specials every week
Fish Fry Friday.......... $1.00 Off Haddock Baskets
Sassy Saturday.......... $1.00 Off Ladies Drinks

HAPPY
HOUR
Mon. thur Thurs.
3pm-6pm

$1.00 Off

d
Draft Beers an
Mixed Drinks

Offering
MLB Package
on Large
Screen TV’s

BISTRO & DINING ROOM
Open Friday & Saturday 5:30 PM to 9:00 PM

Featuring Blueberry Brie Chicken,
Scallops Sangria & much more.
Open for breakfast daily at 7am - public welcome!
Open
Daily at
11:30AM

Take-Out
Available
824-6558

Featuring 29 Beers On Tap

Largest Selection Of Draught Beers In Western Maine

Maine Seafood
Craft Beer
NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH & DINNER 11AM - 10PM DAILY

Serving Pub Fare & Pizza - Featuring Daily Specials
Live Entertainment Every Thur., Fri. & Sat.
Every Thursday is

HOOT NIGHT! with Denny Breau

Charming New England Inn with 18 rooms
Priced from $89 to $475
151 Main Street, Bethel, ME

207-824-2174 www.thesudburyinn.com

147 Bath Road Brunswick
(207) 844-8847 • www.pepperslanding.com
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(football), throwing to receivers (football), shooting basketball, zombie dodge ball,
cricket and hunting.
“Depending on the week,
I’d say three to seven percent
of the pubbers play on the
simulators,” Anderson says.
The 18-hole golf course has
evolved into a multi-use facility. The new owners worked
with the superintendent to
create bike trails, free to
guests in the winter. A winter
triathlon this year was highly
successful, incorporating a
1.1-mile snowshoe run, followed by a cross-country ski

or fat tire bike ride and finishing with a 5k run – all on
groomed snow. Fling Golf
also is offered, with fundraising and corporate tournament options. “The activities
portion of our plan has taken
on a life of its own,” says Anderson. “A lot of people are
intimidated by golf but feel

comfortable in the clubhouse,
having a good time trying out
golf on the simulators, hanging out at the pub or doing
other activities.”
With its multi-pronged utilization of technology, The
Meadows Golf Club is setting a new standard in rural
Maine.

WINTER 2019/2020
Anderson and Christian
believe that rural communities are under served in the
kind of capacity that The
Meadows Golf Club represents. They would like to add
other 18-hole courses to their
portfolio by purchasing facilities in northern New England and running them efficiently, with multiple leisure
options for customers.
“We want to stay rural,”
Anderson says. “We believe
we can help meet the need
for enjoyment through golf
and many other facility offerings.”
Sally J. Sportsman is an
Orlando, Florida-based freelance golf writer.
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• Doubled our Servers
• Triple our Capacity
• Quadruple your FUN!
Phone 864-5616

Open year round.
Live Entertainment,
Multiple TV Screens,
Karaoke
and
Great Food!
CLEAN, FRIENDLY, FUN.

Main St., Rangeley
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12 tips to finding the perfect event venue
by Heather Hook

Selecting the right venue is critical and according to event professionals
on LinkedIn, when asked
what they would consider
the most important points
to keep in mind for choosing a venue for their events,
here are the most frequent
responses:
1. Budgets – Cost is usually the main item that people focus on when considering or eliminating venues,
and the cost of hiring out the
venue must fit within your
proposed budget.
2. Space requirements –
This can include items like
room capacities (this may
include foyer and exhibitor
space if you are planning a
meeting or event), loading
in and out of supplies; and
technical abilities (like electrical and audio visual etc)
3. Availability – This
goes almost without saying,
but it’s a very good rule of
thumb to have a few dates
and time options on your
plan (or at least be a little

E

bit f lexible with day/time
of the event) before you begin looking at venues so you
don’t set an immediate limit
the number of venues you
can possibly consider.
4. Appropriateness for
the event – This may be the
most important point listed
here, as it requires you to
know exactly the goals of
your clientele so you can
match up a venue with their
exact specifications.
5. Security – This point
can often be overlooked
but is nonetheless very important, as this includes
not only a venue’s security
personnel but also points
like security doors and
limiting venue access to
only guests/attendees (who
wants an event crasher?).
6. What other groups
are going to be using the
venue at the same time as
you – If you are planning a
sit-down conference with
speakers, you probably
don’t want a loud wedding
reception or a church service next door ruining your

TON-AUBU
S
I
W

L
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CLT

event. So make sure any other events happening at the
venue (or even nearby) won’t
interrupt yours.
7. Customer ser v ice
– The venue needs to not

Tips
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“TOYS FOR BIG BOYS AND GIRLS”

Your One-Stop Shop for all your Sporting Needs!

Casual Apparel
Hunting, Fishing and Recreational Gear & Apparel
Boots & Accessories for all Seasons
Gift and Toys - Hardware
Firearms & Ammunition - Archery Equipment

Open 7 Days a
Week 8am to 5pm
At the intersection
of Routes 26 &16
in New Hampshire

7 MAIN STREET, ERROL NH • 603-482-7777

BOX OFFICE HOURS
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

Community FMI
little theatre
www.laclt.com

only be to be responsive and
mindful of your needs prior
to the event, but it also must

5 - 7 p.m.
5 - 7 p.m.
5 - 7 p.m.

207-783-0958
boxoffice@laclt.com
30 Academy Street, Auburn
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1052 Minot Avenue, Auburn
783-6885

AUBURN’S FINEST
STEAK HOUSE
FOR 20+ YEARS!
It’s where
you come to
eat and
stay to visit!
Open 7 Days a Week 11:30am to close
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ensure to have enough support staff on site during your
event to respond to the needs
and requests of you, your
staff and your attendees.
8. Accessibility – The
venue needs to be conveniently located for your attendees and within a reasonable travelling distance,
otherwise your attendance
figures can suffer.
9. Parking and transport
– On-site or nearby parking
options for your guests are

Shop Stay Dine Play Maine
highly important (and also
the cost of parking for your
guests). In addition, proximity and accessibility to airports and public transport is
important if you have many
guests who aren’t driving
themselves to the event.
10. Accessibility for people with disabilities – This
can include ramps, elevators and other amenities for
guests with physical disabil-

ities as well as older guests
who aren’t as easily mobile.
11. Nearby amenities
and entertainment – Event
attendees most times need
or want to partake in fun activities outside of the main
event, so a venue that has entertainment options in house
or nearby can be critical to
the success of your event.
Alternatively if the venue is
situated far from civiliza-

15
tion, ensure that you offer a
different type of entertainment and meals after event
hours to keep attendees entertained.
12. Vendor restrictions
– Some venues have a list of
exclusive vendors that they
work with exclusively and
outside vendors that you
may want to bring in, may
not be allowed, or there may
be certain restrictions.

LaFlleur’s Restaurant
LaF
Steak • Chicken • Seafood

Seafood Buﬀet

1st Friday of every month

•Weddings
•Anniversaries
•Banquets
•Holiday Parties
•Business Functions
Route 4, Jay • 897-2117
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GREENE

MAINE

V I S TA

OF

MAINE

VINEYARD & CIDERY

The Vista of Maine offers wine tasting,
views and more. We are known for our
rustic barn wedding venue. It is the
perfect spot for your fairytale wedding!
The Tasting Room at Vista of Maine Vineyard &
Cidery is in our beautiful, red barn. We offer Ricker’s
Mainiac Hard Cider, Ricker Hill Wines, apple cider
donuts and more. Our current hours are Mon - Thur
10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat & Sun 9 - 6, and by appointment.
We hope you’ll join us for Friday Sunset Sips, and
by appointment. We are available for holiday
parties, anniversary celebrations, birthday parties,
celebrations of life, corporate events and more.

Vista of Maine offers

wine tasting, grape and apple
picking, fabulous views
and much more!

Call
207-939-9988
Thurs 3-7, Fri 3-8, Sat 1-6, Sun 1-5

vistatastingroom@gmail.com

vistaofmaine.weebly.com

